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Category: Alternators

Subcategory: Alternators

Tip: Alternator Testing Myths

There have been many, many suggestions when it comes to testing an alternator for the
appropriate voltage or amperage. Magnet Tests: Supposedly, if the back of

the alternator housing is magnetized or if the alternator is going backwards, then the
alternator is going bad. The Alternator Can Fix Itself: If an auto part could fix itself,
there would never be any reason for a mechanic. A lot of myths are floating around
about auto parts and how they can be fixed or tested, but in reality auto parts go bad,
malfunction or fail. Just about any auto parts store and most

dealerships test alternators, starters or other auto parts and will usually test them for
free. These tests are done by computerized machines that are more effective than any
other method. These are very accurate tests, and should be used whenever possible.

Tip: Replacing an Alternator

The alternator is the charging system on a vehicle. Some alternators have more amps
than others and some are more expensive than others, but all serve the same purpose.
When replacing an alternator on any vehicle -- no matter if its a truck, car, SUV or van
-- make sure you can access the bolts. Sometimes this is not as easy as it sounds,
especially on front-wheel drive vehicles. It's not uncommon to find yourself removing
other parts to be able to reach the bolts to remove the alternator. Another good idea is
to make sure you find the belt configuration diagram, this is typically found under the
hood of the vehicle or in your owner's manual. You will need this information when
reinstalling the belt, whether it be a serpentine belt or just a single alternator belt. The
next step is to have tools and a new alternator readily available. Pay close attention to
how the alternator is connected to the engine and with a crayon or marker, mark the
location of the alternator prior to removal, this will give you an idea of where to put the
new alternator so the adjustments won't be a guess. There are usually two areas of
concern: the adjustment area, which allows you to move or swivel the alternator into
position when loosening and tightening. It also allows for the tension of the belt. Most
vehicles have tensioner pulleys and like any other alternator set, requires you make
proper adjustments prior to tightening the alternator completely. The belt can be a bit
difficult to remove on front-wheel drive vehicles because of the location of the belt or
belts. Take your time and be patient. Look for the wires connected to the alternator,
unplug them and proceed to remove the bolts holding the alternator in place. Start with
the bolt that allows for adjustment, this should keep you from getting your hands
smashed by a moving alternator. Move to the second bolt and remove it. If there is a
third bolt, proceed with it, even though its uncommon to find a third bolt holding an
alternator in place. Once all bolts and wires are removed, the alternator is free from the
engine. Start the installation of the new alternator. Remember to start with the bolt that



does not allow for adjustments. Do not tighten completely, hand tighten or tighten only
so that the alternator can be moved for adjustments. Replace the belt, making sure it is
going around the pulleys correctly. Once the belt is on, make the proper adjustments
and tighten the alternator. Plug the wiring back into the alternator. Now you have
replaced your alternator.

Category: Brakes & Traction Control

Subcategory: Brakes & Traction Control

Tip: Diagnosing Brake Problems

Diagnosing brake problems is easy and any good mechanic can narrow down
symptoms quickly and efficiently. Some automotive brake pads are made well, while
other brake pads are made with inferior materials and are poor quality. Using a good
brake is always crucial to the life of automotive brake pads. The quality of brake pads is
generally made of a good material. Will you pay more for good quality brake?
Sometimes you will, but the price difference isn't much compared to the costs of
replacing lesser quality brakes more often. Add that to the cost of the rotors, if damaged
by less quality brakes. Factor in the poor performance of the brakes, as well. There are
several distinctive noises or sounds brake pads will make when having problems:

a heavy squeal that sounds like metal to metal rubbing against each other. If you have
this sound, you are past due for a brake replacement and possibly need to look at a
rotor replacement, as well. A weak or spongy brake pedal or a pedal that is sinking to
the floor when pressure is applied are symptoms that your brakes may need to be
replaced, but definitely need to be checked. You may feel a vibration or shutter in the
pedal or steering wheel. When diagnosing brake problems, listen, feel and observe your
vehicle's braking. If anything feels or sounds differently or seems out of the norm, have
your brakes checked by a professional.

Tip: Performing Your Own Brake Inspection

Although most people don't perform their own brake inspection, for those who do, you
should know there is more to look at other than just the brakes. After removing your
wheel or wheels, look at the brake pads. Just about all brake pads that need to be
changed have about 1/2 inch or less of material left on them. Look at the hardware, like
dust shields, brake clips, bolts screws and the rotor. Make sure there is no damage,
loose parts or excessive wear. Look at your brake lines: if there are any leaks in the
lines, repair them immediately or have it repaired by a professional. Look to see if your
brake lines are loose or dented. Check your brake master cylinder for leaks, damage or
wear. Brake inspections are typically free by a professional brake shop. But if you
decide to replace your own brakes, consider Brembo brakes. This company has sports
brakes for cars, as well as high performance brakes. Brembo brakes are great if you



want to replace your old brakes and upgrade them for something better.

Tip: Powerslot Brake Rotors

There are many questions about slotted rotors or performance rotors, such as price, the
difference between a slotted performance rotor and the conventional rotor and the best
brands. A popular brand is Powerslot brake rotors for the best stopping power.
Conventional rotor and some aftermarket rotors will trap the gases that build up
between the brake pad and the rotor itself. But with Powerslot brake rotors, the brake
pads stay clean, while shedding heat and evacuating the gases.

Subcategory: Car Brakes Information

Tip: Protect Your Wheels From Brake Dust

When you spend as much money for your wheels as some people spend on a whole
car, you want them to look their best. Invest a little money in a good set of brake dust
shields. These work wonders for any open spoke rim, and especially well on wire rims.
As you drive your car around hitting the brakes, some of that brake pad material is
deposited on the wheels. This residue does a great job of attracting water, and other
debris which can cause those fatty rims to rust or corrode. Try an experiment: Put one
brake dust shield on one front wheel, and not on the other front wheel. Drive your car for
a week or two and see how much dust and crud the unprotected wheel accumulates.
You'll see the benefit right away.

Tip: Racing Brake Pads

Got a race car? Getting into racing? You need a good brake pad. Hawk brake pads and
systems are specifically designed for racers, on dirt, asphalt and everything in between.
When you are designing your brake system, you need to consider the surface on which
you are racing, the duration of the race, the weight and size of your car and the speed
you hope to attain. You also need to consider the existing brake system - it may be
easier to just install a new system altogether - especially on with a brand name like
Hawk. Obviously your brakes are an incredibly important part of your safety equipment,
but that doesn't mean you need to shell out tons of cash. Shop around online to make
sure you are getting the best price on your new hawk brake pads and then race to your
hearts content!

Tip: Seasoning Your Brake Rotors:

1. Use the car or truck for about a week and drive gently (Use your brakes for a couple
of extra days if you have zinc plated rotors). Basically, use the brakes to the same
extent that you used the stock brakes. Don't put a lot of stress on the brakes before you
season them of you risk permanent damage and warping of your rotors. 2. Find a place



where the brakes can be brought to the right temperature. o You are going to want to
increase the brake temp. Complete four 60 to 70 mph stops. Do this as if you were on a
medium level highway — in other words you don't need to accelerate super fast and
slam on the brakes. o Next, complete four medium effort partial stops from around 60
mph down to about 30 mph. Then hop on the highway for 15 minutes to cool the rotors.
o Then complete four medium hard effort partial stops from around 60 mph down to 15
mph. Hop on the highway again for ten minutes to let the rotors cool again. o Park the
car and allow the brakes to cool overnight to ambient temperature. 3. Return to your
“safe” brake seasoning location. o Make sure the brakes are warmed up again using the
procedure you used the day before. Then complete four medium effort stops from 60
mph down to 30 mph. Hop on the highway and let the rotors cool off. o Complete four
medium-hard effort partial stops from 60 mph down to 15 mph. Hop on the highway
again to let them cool. o Finally make six hard partial stops from 60+ mph down to 15
mph or until rotors have reached an operation temperature of between 900 and 1,100°
1. You can tell the temperature by checking out the color of the rotors if you paint them
with temperature paint. 2. Try not to lock up the brakes when you complete the hard
stops. 4. Let the rotors cool completely over night.

Tip: Wheel Mist and Brake Shields

For many people a good brake dust shield is just not enough. If you want to maintain
the glossy finish of new wheels, you may want to consider investing in a product like a
wheel mist, or other wheel finishing product that will keep brake dust from bonding to
your wheel. You should be careful because some of these products can corrode your
wheel's finish which is why most people will only invest in a brake dust shield and
engage in frequent car washing. Still, do some research online about the wheels on
your make and model and see what people recommend. It could be that the right
product is out there waiting for you and why should you suffer dusty wheels needlessly?

Category: Car Covers

Subcategory: Car Cover Tips

Tip: Car Pockets and Car Cocoons

In some cases, a standard car cover may not give you the amount of protection you feel
you need for your car. Perhaps what you really need is a car pocket or cocoon. Car
pockets have a panel that you literally drive onto and a sperate cover that sits over the
top of your car or motorcycle. Once you have the top and bottom aligned, you fasten
them together. This gives the kind of complete car protection and coverage many car
enthusiasts are looking for. Don't get one of these if you plan to use the car
semi-regularly - as simple as a car pocket sounds, they are certainly more cumbersome
than a standard car cover.



Category: Car Parts Information

Subcategory: Car Parts Tips

Tip: Rebuilt Vs. New Auto Parts

One way to save money when you are fixing your car is to buy rebuilt parts rather than
new. When core parts are returned to manufacturers they retool, resurface and rebuild
car parts to be as good as new. They merely save on their overhead by recycling what
they can. You may feel wary of buying a rebuilt car part, but if you can buy a rebuilt
computer, you can buy a rebuilt alternator. In many cases, the warranty will be there to
back up the part, so don't hesitate. If you need to fix your car on a shoe string, go with
rebuilt car parts.

Tip: Vent Visor Removal

Double sided tape is what holds the Vent Visor onto the vehicle. Normally this is very
easy to remove. Removing the Vent Visor in the heat helps, or adding heat will help.
You can use a heat gun or a hair dryer, but make sure you keep either one about 8
inches to 12 inches away from the Vent Visor. When you're ready to remove the Vent
Visor, pull it slowly away from the paint and/or molding. There might be some of the
double sided tape left. To remove it, simply rug it with your finger, (not fingernail) or you
can also use a solvent, such as alcohol, diluted paint thinner or mineral spirits. Do not
rub hard or vigorously. Rubbing the effected area gently will remove what tape is left. If
the Vent Visor is inside the window track, just pull the Vent Visor out of the track, the
double sided tape will come with it and will not hold to the inside of the track. Anytime
you use a solvent based cleaner on paint or a rubber surface, always clean with soap
and water afterwards and apply a coat of wax to the painted area effected. For the
rubber molding, simply wipe the effected area with a very small amount of Armor All or
some type of dressing, this will keep it from drying out.

Tip: VIN numbers

A VIN (vehicle identification number) plate gives a vehicle's complete history, such

as engine size, the country where the vehicle was made and the plant the vehicle was
made at. It also includes the make and model of the vehicle and features. Decoding

a VIN plate or number can be quite difficult sometimes, especially when the vehicle is a
classic or antique. With all the information from the VIN decoded, you can narrow down
the engine's contents or internal parts and how they were made, what they were made
of, by using the best information available that has been documented by the
manufacturer of the vehicle in a specific make and model and in a specific year. If you
want to know the information about a vehicle, check the VIN plate for all the information



you need. How do you decode such information? Call your local new auto dealer and
ask for the information. You can also check online and there are books you can buy for
decoding a VIN number. Be wary of an online car information company, databases are
easily manipulated or outdated.

Category: Climate Control

Subcategory: Climate Control

Tip: AEM Cold Air Intakes

With so many cold air intakes on the market, it can be hard to choose the right one for
your vehicle. When looking to purchase and install a cold air intake system, look for
quality, price and reputation. Also, you should look for warranty information. Check the
product's ability to void the warranty on your vehicle. Although most manufacturers
promise their product won't void the warranty on most vehicles, it's always good to be
informed about your vehicle's warranty. It's important to know that cheap cold air
intakes are not always cheaply made. Price does not dictate the performance of any
part and cold air intakes are no different. The AEM cold air intake is one of the best cold
air intakes on the market. AEM cold air intakes are designed for the best performance,
and have a quality matched by no other air intake. Made from 6061 aluminum, these
cold air intakes can produce horsepower, torque and keep your vehicle running like a
dream.

Tip: The Radiator Cooling System

The job of a car's cooling system is to keep the motor or engine from overheating, by
transferring the heat of an engine into air. The cooling system allows the engine to
maintain a certain, more constant heat. The engine needs to heat up quickly so not to
cause wear on internal engine parts. A cold engine will emit more pollution and is less
efficient than a warm engine. A radiator is one of a vehicle's main cooling systems and
considered a heat exchanger. A radiator coolant or fluid will flow through the radiators
many flat tubes. The wing from a fan and the forced wind coming from the road cools
the fluid (or coolant). The fluid is also designed to withstand certain temperatures and
that helps to keep the vehicle from overheating.

Category: Clutches

Subcategory: Clutches

Tip: ACT clutch kits



A performance clutch in a performance vehicle will not create more horsepower
directly. A performance clutch and its accessories -- like flywheels, pressure plates and
bearings -- will give you a quicker release from the starting point. You will find yourself
moving smoother through the gears giving you the feel of more horsepower. If you're a
racer , you may find yourself moving faster even though there is no more horsepower.
Changing the way any vehicle shifts through gears, whether it's an automatic or a
manual transmission, will always effect your vehicles reaction time, depending on the
clutch and the vehicle. Some will use directional clutches, bi-directional or dual clutch
discs. No matter what the application, when installing a clutch designed for racing or
high speeds, you will want to look for more holding power, stronger friction material and
reliability. When looking for a clutch that can handle the torque, horsepower and hard
shifting, always look to ACT clutches for your needs. ACT clutch kits are designed to
stand up to heat and give a quicker shift. Race ready, these clutches can help you with
from start to finish.

Category: Coil Springs

Subcategory: Tips About Car Springs

Tip: Coil Springs

Coil springs are the most common type of car spring. They also look just like they sound
- like a large, heavy duty spring. The spring is super strong and compresses and
expands to absorb the motion of the wheels when they hit large or small bumps on the
road. Without the car springs, all of the wheel motion would be transferred directly to
frame of your vehicle. Because they are the most common, coil springs are also the
easiest to replace. They are also an auto part that, when upgraded, will signifigantly
improve the driveability of your car. Take eibach springs, for example; they are
specifically designed not only to improve the smoothness of your ride, but also your
ability to take corners. Coil springs out of the factory may not be providing you with the
handling that you want - spend some money on an upgrade and experience driving on a
whole new level.

Tip: Industry Snapshot: Eibach Springs

Until the 70's, Eibach only produced springs for industrial applications. When the
German tuning companies began cranking out Autobahn burners, Eibach stepped up to
supply high quality suspension components. Today, Eibach Springs makes high
performance suspension components for dozens of production vehicles past and
present. They supply springs and other goodies to professional race teams, and can
always be found at the top of the leader board. You can't really go wrong with Eibach
components supporting your car.






